
On July 6, 2012, the President signed into law the Moving Ahead
for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21), (Pub. L. 112-141).
Section 32104 of MAP-21 directed the Secretary of
Transportation to issue a report to the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation and the House
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure on the
appropriateness of the current minimum financial
responsibility requirements for motor carriers of property and
passengers, and the current bond and insurance requirements
for freight forwarders and brokers. The report required under
section 32104 was to be submitted to Congress 6 months after
the “date of enactment” of MAP-21 and every 4 years thereafter.
The Secretary delegated the responsibility for this report to the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA).

The FMCSA found that since much of the insurance company
information is proprietary, the Agency is not able to provide a
robust assessment of the current levels. The Agency noted that
they are working with insurance companies to obtain further
information, but these efforts have been unsuccessful. To
provide an accurate assessment if the current financial
responsibilities that were developed in 1980s for motor carriers
and 2012 for brokers, more data is needed. 
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There have been several attempts over the years from stakeholders to eliminate the broker bond provision
and increase the minimum insurance limits on motor carriers as much as $4.5 million. TIA will continue to
monitor these attempts and advocate where necessary. 

White House to Roll Out Plan on Infrastructure Investments 
TIA is following the White House’s new plan, which will be administrated through the Infrastructure Czar,
Mitch Landrieu. The roadmap will be expedited the process in which new programs, rules, funds, and
guidance are implemented down to the states, localities, and individuals directly impacted by the law change
passed just a few months ago. 

TIA will monitor how this impacts our membership and the key policies which we supported in the bill
including dispatch services, SAFE Driver Apprenticeship, and National Consumer Complaint Database
oversight. We hope not only the programs are rolled out in an expedited fashion but accurately and according
to legislative intent. An individual close to the process said this on the new plan, “Some communities have
said accessing these funds is difficult, particularly for historically overlooked communities that the Biden
administration has sought to target with these very investments. Beyond cutting through the process, some
states have also had trouble accessing the funding because they haven't been able to come up with state-level
matching funds.”

Please follow us on this newsletter and our TIA on the Hill: In Under a Minute for changes that could impact
you. 

https://www.tianet.org/meetings/policy-forum/
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STB Targets a Heavy Hand on Class 1 Railroads 
The Surface Transportation Board (STB) is reportedly going to take a heavier handed approach to class I
freight railroads. This comes after a shift in supply chain needs and calls for oversight and reviews of the
methods in which freight is moved around the country. There has long been calls to mitigate what
Congressional leaders calls “monopolistic practices.”

Calls from Chairman Peter DeFazio who is retiring, echoed the sentiment of STB chair Martin Oberman
who claimed he would like to add “detailed service standards” and ensure that railroads would have to
provide the service request at any reasonable cost, profitable or not.

Before the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, Martin defended the agencies in action
against sharp criticism of both with statements that he would act before the year is out because the
“honor system” was not working. Oberman was also concerned with the lack of “rate cases” brought by
the shippers to the STB. These cases can be drawn out and cost thousands in extra cost to litigate. The
STB has the authority to review and regulate rates and Oberman said he would like to use that
authority. It is not clear how that calls interfaces with the free-market principles that set rates naturally
similar to other industries. 

TIA will monitor these regulatory developments and proceed to update our members including the
Intermodal Logistics Conference Committee. 


